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TWO NEW POCKET GOPHERS FR^KLOWER 



BY E. A. GOLDMAN. 




In reviewing the pocket gophers of southern Lower California 
I have noted two small series of specimens from the Magdalena 
Plain, close along the Pacific coast, and one from the low plain 
near La Paz on the Gulf of California that were referred by me 
to Thomomys bottae anitae many years ago, but now seem worthy 
of separation as western and eastern peninsular geographic 
races. The hew forms may be known by the following de- 
scription : 



Thomomys bottae incomptus, subsp. nov. 

MAGDALENA PLAIN POCKET GOPHER. 

Type. — From San Jorge, near Pacific coast west of Pozo Grande and 
about 25 miles southwest of Comondti, southern Lower California, Mexico 
(altitude 50 feet). No. 140671, d adult, skin and skull, U. S. National 
Museum (Biological Survey collection), collected by Nelson and Goldman, 
November 12, 1905. Original number 18546. 

Distribution . — Magdalena Plain from the type locality south at least to 
Matancita, near Soledad. Probably ranging farther south over the plains 
along the Pacific coast. 

General characters. — Similar in general to Thomomys bottae anitae of low 
elevations in the vicinity of San Jose del Cabo, Lower California, but larger; 
ground color of upper parts paler, near “ pinkish buff” instead of “cinna- 
mon” (Ridgway, 1912); cranial details distinctive. Very similar to and 
probably intergrading with Thomomys bottae russeolus of the Vizcaino 
Desert to the north, but decidedly larger and color usually darker. Resem- 
bling Thomomys magdalenae of Magdalena Island, but smaller; color darker, 
ears encircled by deep black (ears with only a trace of black in magdalenae ); 
skull much smaller, lighter, and differing in detail. 

Color. — Type (acquiring fresh pelage) : Upper parts presenting a some- 
what patched appearance, the fresh pelage on anterior part of dorsum 
“pinkish buff” moderately mixed with and the general tone modified by 
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black, giving way abruptly to “cinnamon-buff ” in worn pelage on rump; 
flanks, forearms, .thighs, and under parts pinkish buff; ears encircled with 
deep black; feet and tail all around white. 

Skull. — Very similar to that of anitae, but larger and relatively lighter in 
structure; maxillary arm of zygoma slenderer; auditory bullae usually more 
inflated, and tending to bulge farther below level of basioccipital; dentition 
similar but somewhat lighter, the upper incisors slightly more'procumbent. 
Similar to that of russeolus in general features, but decidedly larger. Com- 
pared with that of magdalenae the skull is smaller, less massive; nasals 
less wedge-shaped, broader posteriorly; rostrum narrower across base, the 
premaxillae narrower with outer edges less upturned in front of zygomata; 
interorbital region less constricted; palatopterygoid processes narrower, 
lacking the lateral wings present in magdalenae; auditory bullae more 
swollen, bulging farther below level of basioccipital; upper incisors pro- 
cumbent, projecting beyond anterior ends of nasals, instead of strongly 
recurved as in magdalenae. 

Measurements. — Type: Total length, 247 mm.; tail vertebrae, 79; hind 
foot, 34. Average of three adult male topotypes : 238 (230-246) ; 81 (75-88) ; 
32.1 (31-34). Average of four adult females from Matancita: 224 (210- 
230); 77 (73-82); 31.4 (30-32). Skull (type [S'] and an adult female from 
Matancita, respectively): Greatest length (occipital condyles to front of 
incisors), 43.9, 41.1; occipitonasal length, 42.1, 39.9; zygomatic breadth, 
27.5, 22.2; width across squamosals (over mastoids), 21.6, 20.6; inter- 
orbital constriction, 7, 6.2; length of nasals, 14, 13; maxillary toothrow 
(alveoli), 8.5, 8.1; width of upper incisors (cutting edge), 4.7, 4.5. 

Remarks. — The topotypes of incomptus present a wide range of individual 
variation in color, especially the amount of black admixture in the pelage 
of the upper parts. One in the first pelage of the young is nearly as pallid 
as in older examples of the smaller subspecies russeolus, and as in the neigh- 
boring species magdalenae which inhabits dunes of whitish sand on Magda- 
lena Island. Specimens from Matancita shade toward “cinnamon” in 
color and in this respect suggest gradation toward anitae; but in cranial 
characters they are nearer the present form. 

Specimens examined. — Total number 11, all from Lower California, as 
follows: Matancita, 6; San Jorge (type locality), 5. 

Thomomys bottae imitabilis, subsp. nov. 

LA PAZ POCKET GOPHEK. 

Type. — From La Paz, southern Lower California, Mexico, No. 146839, 
d 71 adult, skin and skull, U. S. National Museum (Biological Survey collec- 
tion); collected by Nelson and Goldman, February 16, 1906. Original 
number 19163. 

Distribution . — Known only from the type locality. Probably limited to 
the low, basin-like, desert plain bordering the southern end of La Paz Bay, 
and forming a gap between the Sierra de la Giganta and the high mountains 
of the Cape Region of Lower California. 

General characters. — Closely allied to Thomomys bottae anitae of Santa 
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Anita, near San Jos6 del Cabo, Lower California, but smaller; color usually 
duller, less rufescent; skull shorter, with relatively broader rostrum, and 
differing in other details. Similar to Thomomys bottae incomptus of the 
Magdalena Plain along the Pacific coast, but smaller; ground color of upper 
parts usually near “cinnamon” instead of “pinkish buff”; skull shorter, 
with relatively broader rostrum, and differing in other details. Similar in 
size to Thomomys bottae alticola of the upper slopes of the high mountains of 
the Cape Region, but paler, the upper parts much less extensively mixed 
with black, and cranial features distinctive. 

Color. — Type (pelage somewhat worn) : Upper parts from top of head to 
rump near “cinnamon” (Ridgway, 1912), with scarcely a trace of black- 
tipped hairs, becoming “pinkish buff” on flanks, forearms, and thighs; 
under parts about like flanks; middle of face and muzzle brownish; ears 
narrowly encircled with black; feet and tail all around whitish. In a 
specimen in partly fresh pelage hairs with very short black points are 
admixed on dorsum. In worn specimens the color varies to near tawny. 

Skull. — Similar to those of anitae and incomptus , but shorter; more evenly 
convex in upper outline, the frontal region less depressed; rostrum relatively 
broader; upper incisors more strongly recurved, not projecting anteriorly 
beyond ends of nasals as usual in anitae and incomptus. Compared with 
that of alticola the skull agrees closely in general form, but is shorter; 
rostrum broader; upper incisors narrower, recurved as in alticola. 

Measurements. — Type: Total length, 225 mm.; tail vertebrae, 78; hind 
foot, 30. Two adult male topotypes, respectively, 234, 215; 82, 73; 32, 29. 
Average of three adult female topotypes: 208 (202-212); 71 (67-74); 28 
26-30). Skull (type [cfj and an adult female topotype, respectively): 
Greatest length (occipital condyles to end of nasals), 39, 35.7; occipitonasal 
length, 38.3, 35.7; zygomatic breadth, 24.5, 21.8; width across squamosals 
(over mastoids), 20.4, 18.5; interorbital constriction, 6.6, 6.4; length of 
nasals, 12.8, 11.5; maxillary toothrow (alveoli), 8.5, 7.5; width of upper 
incisors (cutting edge), 4.3, 3.7. 

Remarks. — Thomomys bottae imitabilis differs only slightly from anitae 
in color, but in cranial details is more like the much darker high mountain 
neighbor alticola. Its habitat is in a very arid desert region. 

Specimens examined. — Eleven, all from the type locality. 



